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YOU ARETHE AUTHOR/CREATOR

Licenses make it easy for creators/authors to grant rights of use

THE CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSES (CC)

and provide clarity for anyone who wants to use copyrighted works.  CC licenses are internationally acknowledged and are a standardized

They are essential for open science and promote the legally secure
dissemination and re-use of research results. Licensed content is

science-friendly: increased visibility, dissemination, and reuse.

This flyer explains what Open Access is, what Creative Commons

licenses and the BSD-3-C license are, how to choose the correct
license for your research, and how to cite correctly.

WHAT IS OPEN ACCESS

Open Access is the initiative to make research and knowledge
freely available through the internet for public reuse.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT LICENSE

way to allow the creator to retain copyright whilst allowing others to
copy, distribute, and make use of their work.

Hybrid journals, where you can choose whether your paper will be
published Open Access or not, might offer you to actively choose a
CC license during the publication process. Ideally, choose CC BY.
The hybrid journals include, among others: AGU journals (e.g. Geo-
physical Research Letters, Journal of Geophysical Research) and
AMS journals (e.g. Journal of Climate).

Attention! For an AMS publication, you have to explicitly request a
Creative Commons license after your paper has been accepted.

Want your citations to be high?

CHOOSE CC BY!

Do you allow adaptions
of your work?

Do you allow commercial 4

uses of your work?

May others copy and re-
distribute the material in
any medium or format?
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publish
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Did you sign the
Contributors License
Agreement?

Clarify with person
responsible for
scientific computing

Follow the MPI-M Software
Policy and add the BSD-3-C
license to your software.
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THE BSD-3-C LICENSE FOR SOFTWARE

Writing software is a creative act generating intellectual property
rights you own. Your working contract says you transfer most

of these rights to MPI-M. If you share your software as “open
source’, this is in contradiction to your working contract. To
resolve this conflict, sign the Contributor License Agreement (CLA),
which arranges for a sharing of the rights to use the software.
The CLA obliges you to add the BSD-3-C license to your software.
This license allows all kinds of uses to the licensee as long as
the BSD license is replicated in the code. Now it is “Open Source”
and, as such, comparable to “Open Access”. The MPI-M Software
Policy provides more details.

The CLA and the Software Policy, including the BSD-3-C license,

can be found on MPI-M'’s webpage on good scientific practice:
https://mpimet.mpg.de/en/science/good-scientific-practice.

@ CC BY - Attribution

This license allows reusers to distribute, remix,
adapt, and build upon the material in any medium
or format, so long as attribution is given to the
creator. This is true open access.

@ CC BY-SA - Attribution, Share Alike

Any new work produced using this material must
be made available under the same license as the
original work. Say you create a poster. Someone
then uses parts of it and publishes their new
version. They, too, have to choose the Share Alike
license and not a more restrictive one. This is true
open access.

@ CC BY-NC - Attribution, Non-commerical

Any use of the work must be for non-commercial
purposes only. Be aware that anyone wanting to
use material under this license in a commercial
way has to ask for permission. Only in exceptional
cases is it advisable to choose this license, as
you are in fact excluding use in textbooks, school-
books, blogs, private universities, etc. No open
access according to definition.

@ CC BY-ND - Attribution, No Derivatives

The work can only be used exactly how it is, it cannot
be adapted or modified in any way. Modifications
such as using only parts of a figure are not allowed.

for additional permission if you wish to remix the
work, or you must be explicitly asked before others
can remix your work. Inform our graphic designers if
you want to use this license: We might want to use
the image elsewhere in a flyer, brochure, project or
website, and this license would complicate it. No
open access according to definition.

This means that you must request and possibly pay /
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YOU ARE THE USER

Open Access doesn't always mean that you can freely use
material or that others can use your material. When using
material by others, such as figures or photos, check whether
it is under a CC license and give appropriate credit. See
examples below.

CORRECT CITATION FOR WORKS WITH A CC LICENSE
ON THE WWW:

+ Indicate whether content has been modified
(Adapted from ... )

+ Creator of the work, year

+ License, link to license if possible

+ Complete reference at the end of the page

Global warming since 1850-1900 [ *C]
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Marotzke et al., 2022, CC BY 4.0
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CORRECT CITATION FOR UNPUBLISHED WORKS
WITHOUT A LICENSE:

» Creator of the work
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Credit: J. Behncke

If you really want to publish your own plot or
graphic under this restrictive license and also
transfer your rights to the publisher, please
reserve a different unpublished version for us
to use it for our outreach efforts.





